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CHAPTER 46 
An Act to amend 
The Agricultural Societies Act 
HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as 
follows: 
l.-(1) Clause b of section of The Agricultural 'locietie~ "· 1 (b), · · repealed 
Act, being chapter 15 of the Revised Statutes of 
Ontario, 1970, is repealed. 
(2) The said section I is amended by adding thereto the;.ilended 
following clause: 
(da) ":\finis try" means the :\Jinistry of Agriculture and 
Foocl. 
(3) Clause f of the said section 
following snhstitnted therefor: 
is repealed and the ~~~e~.:cted 
(f) "Superintendent" means the Director of the Agri-
cnltmal and Horticultural Societies Branch of the 
}finis try. 
2 . Paragraphs 1, 3, 6 and lO of section 4 of the said Acq ~-P0rs.l. 
are repealecl and tl~e following s 11 hs tit uted therefor: re-e~acted 
1. A declaration in the form prescribed by the ~Jinisterdeclaration 
shall he signed hy the persons who desire to 
organize a society, but such persons must be of 
the age of eighteen years or over and mnst 
reside within twenty-ft ve miles of the place desig-
nated in the declaration as the headquarters of 
such society. 
3. Every person who signs the declaration shall payb~spayable 
to the person having charge thereof the sum ofsignatories 
not less than S2 at the time of signing the 
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declaration and all such sums of money become 
the property of the society upon its organization, 
but, where no society is organized, such sums 
shall be repaid to the persons entitled thereto. 
6. At the organization meeting, and at every annual 
and special meeting of a society, fifteen members 
shall form a quorum but, in a provisional judicial 
district or provisional county, ten members shall 
form a quorum. 
10. A report of the organization meeting certified by 
the president, the secretary and the organizer, 
containing a statement of the members and a 
list of the officers elected and appointed, shall 
be sent to the Superintendent within one month 
after the holding of the meeting. 
3. Subsection 3 of section 6 of the said Act 1s repealed and 
the following substituted therefor: 
(3) In every society there shall be an annual member-
ship fee of not less than $2. 
4 . Clause e of subsection 1 of section 8 of the said Act is 
repealed and the following substituted therefor: 
(e) encouraging and promoting reforestation, rural 
beautification and exterior farm and homestead 
improvements. 
5.-(1) Subsection 1 of section 11 of the said Act 1s repealed 
and the following substituted therefor: 
( 1) A statement of officers and members and a copy of 
the report and financial statement in the form prescribed 
by the Minister and certified by the president, secretary 
and treasurer, or secretary-treasurer, and auditors to be 
true copies shall be forwarded to the Superintendent within 
ninety days after the holding of the annual meeting. 
(2) Subsection 3 of the said section 11 is repealed and 
the following substituted therefor : 
(3) Where a society exhibits a display of a farm pro-
duct that is produced on a commercial basis or holds a 
field-crop or other competition or sponsors an amateur 
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program, using local talent to provide entertainment, and 
such display, competition, or amateur program is approved 
by the Superintendent, the officers of the society shall 
within ninety days thereafter forward to the Superintendent 
on a form s_upplied by the Ministry a statement showing 
the particulars of the display, competition or amateur 
program including, where applicable, the number of entries 
and the expenditures, including prizes awarded, in con-
nection therewith. 
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6. Subsection 7 of section 16 of the said Act 1s repealed~;,~~~~~ted 
and the following substituted therefor: 
(7) No officer, director or member of a society, except ~~~~~r­
t he secretary, treasurer, secretary-treasurer or manager, expenses 
shall receive any remuneration for carrying out his duties 
as officer, director or member, but travelling and living 
expenses may be allowed to any officer, director or member 
while engaged in duties on behalf of the society, and the 
board may fix such remuneration and travelling and living 
expenses, which shall be payable out of the funds of the 
society. 
7. Subsection 2. of section 19 of the said Act is repealed and~;,~~~~cted 
the following substituted therefor: 
(2) The officers of a society 1nay bu their rules and Prnvl'.nting 
.J certarn per-
regula ti o ns prohibit and prevent theatrical circus or acro-formances. 
b 
· f 'b. · · · ' · · · · hnckstering. 
atic per ormances, exlu 1t10ns or shows and may also etc. 
regulate or prevent the huckstering or trafficking in fruit, 
goods, wares or merchandise on the exhibition grounds 
or within three hundred yards thereof on the day of an 
exhibition, and any person who, after notice of such rules 
and regulations, contravenes any provisions thereof is liable 
to be removed by an officer of the society, a person 
appointed under subsection 1 of section 30, or a police 
officer, and is liable to the penalties provided in this Act. 
8. Paragraphs 2 and 3 of subsection 1 of section 24 of the s 24 O> • 
. d A 1 d l l . . f pars. 2. 3, sa1 ct are repea e anc the fol owmg substituted there or: re-enacted 
2. Where a society complies with subsection 3 of 
section 11, and its statement is satisfactory to the 
Superintendent, it shall receive a grant , 
1. where it has sponsored a 
/ 
farm or home-
stead improvement competition, equal to 
one-half of the sum expended by the society 
as shown b)' the statement of its expendi-
tures for the competition, but in no case 
shall the grant be more than $300, 
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ii. where it has sponsored a special event 
with light horses, equal to one-third of 
the sum expended by the society as shown 
by the statement of its expenditures for the 
event, but in no case shall the grant be 
more than $500, 
UL where it has sponsored an amateur pro-
gram, using local talent to provide enter-
tainment, equal to one-third of the sum 
expended by the society as shown by the 
statement of its expenditures for the amateur 
program, but in no case shall the grant be 
more than $500, and 
iv. where it has sponsored a display or com-
petition not referred to in sub-paragraph 
i, ii or iii, equal to one-half of the sum 
expended by the society as shown by the 
statement of its expenditures for the dis-
play or competition, but in no case shall the 
grant be more than $200 for a display or 
more than $75 for a competition. 
3. \Vhere a society complies with subsections I and 
2 of section 11 and its statement is satisfactory 
to the Superintendent, it shall receive a grant 
equal to one-third of the average amount expended 
by the society during the three preceding years for 
agricultural purposes, as shown by the statements 
forwarded to the Superintendent, but, 
1. societies in a provisional judicial district 
or provisional county shall receive their 
grants on the basis of double the amount of 
other societies, 
11. no grant shall be paid under this paragraph 
respecting an expenditure qualifying for a 
grant under paragraph 2, and 
11L no society shall in any year receive a 
grant in excess of $1,500. 
9. Subsection I of section 27 of the said Act 1s repealed and 
the following substituted therefor: 
(1) Any municipal council may grant or loan money 
or grant land in aid of any agricultural society formed 
within the limits of the municipality, or partly within 
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the limits of such municipality and partly within the 
limits of other municipalities, or wholly within the limits 
of an adjoining municipality, when such society has made 
the returns required by this Act. 
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1 O. Section 30 of the said Act is repealed and the followings. so. re-enacted 
substituted therefor: 
30.-(1) The board of directors of any society holding!~~~~nt­
a fair or exhibition may appoint for the duration of the 
fair or exhibition as many persons as may be required 
to carry out the duties referred to in subsection 2. 
(2) Even' person appointed under subsection 1 shall heDutiesor J < pernons 
paid by the society and it is his duty to protect the prop- appointed 
erty of the society within the exhibition grounds and to 
eject all persons who may he improperly within the 
grounds or behave in a disorderly manner or violate 
any of the rules or regulations of the society. 
(3) No person shall wilfullv hinder or obstruct an officer Obstruction 
J of officer. 
or servant of the society or a person appointed underetc. 
subsection 1 in the execution of his duties. 
11. Section 33 of the said Act is repealed and the following ~e~~nacted 
substituted therefor: 
33. Every person who contravenes any of the provisions Offence 
of this Act or the regulations or any rule or regulation 
of a society under subsection 2 of section 19 or who gains 
admission to the grounds contrary to the rules of the 
society is guilty of an offence:, and on summary conviction 
is liable to a fine of not more than $100. 
12. This Act comes into force on the day it 
Assent. 
receives Royal ~oei;:~ence-
1 :l. This Act may be cited as The Agricultural Societies A mi'nd-Short title 
mcnt Act, 1974. 

